Replacing old cooking
methods with clay stoves
is an example of how new
ways of doing things can
make a real difference in
the lives of poor people
and communities, while at
the same time protecting
the environment.

FOCUS ON Irish Aid in Malawi
MALAWI Location:		
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Currency:		
Capital city:		
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Exports:		

Country File

South-eastern Africa
15.9 million
Kwacha
Lilongwe
Chichewa, English and others
Tobacco, tea, sugar

CLAY STOVES AND THE SDGS

Malawi is commonly called ‘The warm heart of Africa’
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Think about all the benefits of using clay
stoves and the Sustainable Development
Goals that the use of clay stoves helps to
progress.
The introduction of clay stoves is especially
good for girls and women. This helps to
achieve SDG 5, Gender Equality, so there is
tick beside this SDG in the list to your right.

Village Stove Clubs in Malawi
In some villages people have come together to form
Stove Clubs. They work together to make and sell clay
stoves. Growing numbers of these clubs are being set up in
villages in Malawi.
This club in
M’ganja Village has
34 members, 29
women and 5 men.
The members of the
club are split into
manufacturing (stove
makers) and marketing
teams. Each stove
maker marks the rim
of their stove with a special mark which allows them to
identify their stoves from those of other members. The
marketing team is responsible for selling and delivering
the stoves.
This club has built a kiln, for heating the clay stoves
until they are hard enough to use for cooking, and a
storehouse for their stoves.
The club sells 300 stoves every month.
They use the money they earn to buy maize
(like sweetcorn), which is the main food
eaten in Malawi.

End poverty and hunger
Make sure every child goes to school
Make sure women and girls get the same chances as men
and boys
Reduce the numbers of small children and babies who die
because of poverty
Improve the health of mothers when they are having babies
Fight infectious diseases
Protect the environment for the future
Countries will work together as partners to make the
world a better place

ADVANCES IN TECHNOLOGY

When people in Malawi move from using the old three-stone
fire to clay stoves for cooking they are making the most of
advances in technology, or using new technologies to develop
better, healthier and more sustainable lifestyles.

LOOK AT THE LIST BELOW.
WHICH OF THESE DO YOU
THINK REPRESENT ADVANCES
IN TECHNOLOGY?
Typewriters
Bicycles
Mobile phones
Plough
Interactive whiteboards
Electricity
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